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Greetings, Beloved. At our annual 
business meeting in January, I shared 
with you two pastoral priorities for the 
congregation in 2020. The first priority 
was a review of our discipleship 
and assimilation process for new 
members and the second one was the 
strengthening of our in-reach care 
ministries for emotional and spiritual 
support of member-families. In this 
note, I wish to update you on progress 
made in these areas. 

As we began the year, we transitioned 
from Shelby to a new membership 
management so  ware, ACS Realm, to 
keep pace with the evolving needs of 
robust discipleship engagement. The 
new system aff ords us opportunities 
to set disciple-members on pathway 
tracks toward ministry participation 
as well as it makes special pastoral 
notes that prompt various spiritual 
caregivers, whether pastoral 
staff ers, deacons, or lay ministers 
of congregational care, to respond 
and follow-up with you about needs 
that may arise along the journey. 
Another feature of ACS Realm is 
its user-friendly app for creating, 
updating, and maintaining disciple-
member profiles with accurate family 
and contact information. In the app, 
members can also communicate with 
other congregants and ministries, 
register for ministry events and 

activities, view announcements and 
important updates, as well as make 
and review financial contributions. To 
date, there are still many members 
whose profiles are inactive because 
they have not been updated. If 
you happen to be one of those 
persons who has yet to update your 
information (you will know that if you 
haven’t downloaded the app to your 
smartphone or visited ACS Realm’s 
website—included in the brochure 
insert), kindly contact the church 
off ice and we will gladly guide you 
through the process. 

In addition to the new membership 
management so  ware, we also 
conducted a successful search 
process for a staff  minister who would 
be responsible creating, managing, 
and executing the aspects of our 
church life that make disciples and 
nurture Christian maturity. In July’s 
edition of The Communicator, we 
featured the profile of The Reverend 
Ray Walker, Jr. and welcomed him to 
the staff  in August and his family to 
the City of Huntsville and the faith-
family of FMBC. As the Staff  Minister 
for Discipleship and Assimilation, 
Reverend Walker will give time and 
systematic attention to reproducing 
the DNA of the congregation (love 
of God and love of people) into the 
overall discipleship system and 
new disciple-member experience, 
overseeing ministries of evangelism, 
assimilation, and educational 
programs. This includes the weekly 
programs of our witnessing teams; the 

formal study of scriptures in Sunday 
School, Bible Study, and other small 
groups; the new disciple orientation 
process; and all seasonal and special 
teaching and training opportunities. 
He has hit the ground running, making 
contact with principal leaders in 
those ministries in his portfolio, and 
we will learn more about the exciting 
possibilities that lie on the horizon for 
us. I ask you to give him your prayerful 
support in this regard. 

Lastly, our staff  and associate 
ministers, deacons and lay ministers 
of congregational care, along with 
other staff ers, have conducted  
several rounds of wellness checks 
via phone calls, cards, text  and 
email messages since we suspended 
in-person worship and fellowship 
in March. As our time away has 
extended, we are continuously 
thinking about new innovations to 
meet your spiritual needs. To be sure, 
this remains a more challenging part 
of my pastoral leadership because the 
model of care for which I was formally 
trained centers in great part on 
physical presence. While technology 
can aid our attempts to provide care, 
it does not replace the personal touch 
and significance of being together 
in the work. In this area, I beg your 
patience and understanding as we 
perform what we can even as we 
continue to explore additional ways 
of being church during the new now. 
Blessings to you and your family.   
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DISCIPLE-MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS
Alvin & Dollye Hopkins

Will celebrate  51 years of 
marriage on September 6th.

Deacon Issac and Judy 
Edmond,  Jr. 

Celebrated 51 years of 
marriage on August 23rd.

Wardell and Sandra 
Pearson

Will celebrate 52 years of 
marriage on September 9th.

Ted & Joyce Arterberry

Celebrated 11 years of marriage 
on August 9th.

Freeman & Janie Holifield

Will celebrate 55 years of 
marriage on September 11th.

Roosevelt & Loretta Conley 

Will celebrate 37 years of 
marriage on September 3rd.

IF YOU WANT TO BE FEATURED IN THE COMMUNICATOR

Email a picture and your information of an anniversary or accomplishment  to clynk@fmbc.org.

Tracy and Rev. Kim 
Carrington

Will celebrate 15 years of 
marriage on September 3rd.

Clyde & Ruthie Shields 

Will celebrate 57 years of 
marriage on September 7th.

Joe and Beverly Lampley

Will celebrate 37 years of 
marriage on September 3rd.

Walter and Patricia Stewart

Will celebrate 39th years of 
marriage on September 5th.

Congratulations    
Jarren Mitchell 

• Recipient of the Nathaniel   
 Griff in, Calvin Parker and   
 John R. Richie Scholarships
• Attending Alabama A&M

Congratulations 
Kaitlyn Elise Walker

• Recipient of the Nathaniel   
 Griff in, Calvin Parker and   
 John R. Richie Scholarships
• Attending Alabama A&M
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Deaconess Recognition Sunday
Sunday, September 13, 2020

The Deaconess Ministry’s purpose  is to join the congregation in becoming one of the most loving churches in all the world 
by using Jesus’ examples of servanthood. Appointed by the Pastor, the Deaconess assist the Pastor and the Deacons in the 
preparation of the Holy Communion, baptism and in caring for the membership during sickness and bereavement. Leadership 
goals of the Deaconess Ministry are to look for opportunities to become a helper of many, a praying servant of God by praying for 
the Pastor, Deacons, and congregation constantly, an example to younger women in all areas of life, an encourager of all women 
to grow in their spiritual journey in servanthood, studying God’s word and fellowship.

Willistine Betts
Chaplin

Bobby Bradley 
Burruss
Secretary

Laura Chalk
Assistant Chaplain

DeAndra Cowan

Denise Long
Treasurer

Bobbie Moore

Tanya Thompson

Erlene Adams Gloria Batts Pamela Curry Veronica 
Curtis-Richie

Cheryl Davis Flora Davis

Linda Fitzpatrick

Beatrice Binson 
Foster

Assistant 
Parliamentarian

*Thelma Fuqua Lelia Gray Shirley Greene Phyllis Harris Mildred 
Henderson

*Rhoda 
Hutchinson

Beverly Lampley

Harriett Littlepage
Vice-Chairperson

LaDonna
 McCann

Malene McElroy
Assistant Secretary

Joyce Oglesby Gloria Outland

Janet Pea
Parliamentarian

Carnell Phillips Diane Pidgeon Mary Robinson Angela Scruggs

Annie Smith Florastein 
Stallworth

Girtha 
Thompson

Cynthia Twitty Mary Vickers Elizabeth Ware Vinetta Wesley Carolyn Williams

Nell Carodine Doris Conerly

Paulette Davy Judy Edmond

Debra Scruggs
Chairperson

* Deceased

There is no 
denying that in 
these uncertain 
and unsure days 
of dealing with 
the Covid-19 
pandemic, 
the way we 

gather for worship, engage in the 
work of ministry and facilitate the 
development of disciple members, 
has changed significantly. Before 
the pandemic, many church 
leaders relied heavily on manual 
processes and systems to identify 
new members and to move people 
toward deeper levels of engagement 
and commitment to the body of 
Christ. 

The challenges before us are many, 
but we can continue the witness 
and work of the church through 
Christ-centered creativity and an 
unwavering commitment to fulfill 
the mission and mandate that 
Christ le   for the church. We now 
find ourselves in a digital age in 
the life of the church along with 
the opportunity to use technology 
in ways that shall surely stretch 
and strengthen us in the praxis of 
ministry. Although our methodology 
has been modified, we are still in the 
business of making disciples.

In response, the church has a unique 
opportunity to reshape and redefine 
how we build daily community 
and discipleship through digital 
platforms and networks informed 
by an understanding of missional 
ecclesiology. This new era in the 
life of the church lends itself to the 

opportunity for a collaborative 
extension of the church to be 
developed. This new mode becomes 
critical for the church as a method 
for sharing the story of the Bible with 
Christians and equipping them to 
share the story of their faith with the 
world.

The good news about the Digital 
Age we find ourselves in is that 
new technology makes it easier to 
automate and augment the Sunday 
school, small group sessions, team 
building workshops as well as the 
discipleship & assimilation process 
by setting up communication 
platforms via Facebook, Zoom, 
WebEx, conference calls and other 
digital steps that help people 
identify with the local church and 
find their place in it.

As a result, moving people from first-
time guests to regular attenders and 
ultimately fully functioning disciple 
members can be facilitated through 
these various digital platforms.

The conversation about how we 
utilize technology to eff ectively 
minister in this Digital Age is an 
ongoing one. For now, it has become 
the digital doorway through which 
we enter to worship and welcome 
the gi  s that God sends to us. May 
they find in us the most loving 
church in the world a place that 
fosters a loving, welcoming and 
nurturing community of believers 
within the First Missionary Baptist 
Church family, helping them to grow 
in their relationship with Jesus Christ 
and one another. 

Discipleship in  
a Digital Age 
By Reverend Ray L. Walker, Jr.
Staff  Minister for Discipleship and Assimulation
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A Message from Dr. Alexander 
Interim Head of School
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Written by Sis. Sarah Drake & Deacon Charles Scruggs

“How Can The Gospel Get Out When You’re In?”

But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be [a] witnesses to 
Me inJerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” Acts 1:8 NKJV

Since March 2020, our homes, church 
buildings, schools, sports arenas, 
recreational activities &
employment sites have been aff ected 
by Covid-19. This pandemic has 
created havoc in every city, state, 
and nation throughout the world. 
Because of severe restrictions, people 
have been encouraged to STAY HOME, 
WEAR MASKS, & SOCIAL DISTANCE 
WHEN TRAVELING. Sociologists and
psychiatrists are warning people that 
mental, social, and physical problems 
will consume people if not treated. 
The Gospel of Jesus Christ is still 
available for sharing even in perilous 
times. As we remember in Acts 1:8, 
ALL believers in Christ have been 
given power and commissioned to 
be witnesses in Jerusalem (home), 
Judea (Alabama), Samaria (all 
other states), and to the ends of the 
earth. Jesus has chosen his church 
to lead people to him even in the 
midst of the pandemic. The Gospel 
must be proclaimed by any means 
necessary. Jesus came to seek and 
save the lost and does not want 
anyone to perish. Telling others 
about Jesus Christ is a privilege and 
responsibility for all believers in 
Christ. It is urgent that we continue 
to share the Gospel! This is a life or 
death situation. In 2nd Corinthians 
5:18-19, Paul reminds every Christian 
that we have a newness of life. Old 
things have passed away, leaving us 
with a ministry of reconciliation. We 
are thankful that God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world to himself. 

Being a witness means sharing 
the Gospel with family, friends, 
associates, strangers and leaving the
results to the Holy Spirit. We don’t 
need to be eloquent speakers to 
witness, just tell others what Christ

has done for you. The Holy Spirit gives 
you confidence with no reason to 
fear. No one can tell your testimony 
like you! It’s yours, sealed by the 
Holy Spirit, the Word and your Faith. 
Believers in Christ are front line 
responders, for we carry the Gospel 
that saves lives now and evermore. 
Just as firemen are called for fires 
and other emergencies, policemen 
are called for protection, and medical 
experts are called to treat illness and 
injuries, Christians should always be 
ready to answer the call of sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ. 1 Peter 3:15 
encourages us to be ready to give a 
defense to everyone who asks you a 
reason for the hope that is in you. YOU 
must be ready to answer if someone 
asks about your faith in Christ. 

Even though Covid-19 has limited 
our physical contact with people, the 
Gospel is sharper than a double edged
sword. When the Gospel is spoken, it 
will accomplish its purpose and will 
not return void. As in the book
of Acts, when the church was under 
severe persecution, and Christ 
scattered the Christians, the church
multiplied tremendously as believers 
witnessed wherever they were. We 
too, are separated and
scattered but Jesus compels us to “Go 
[a]therefore and make disciples of 
all the nations” as stated in Matthew 
28:19-20.

Finally, Christ died for our sins 
according to I Corinthians 15: 3-4. 
Therefore, we must share the Gospel 
by demonstrating the following:               

1. Create a list of people unsaved, 
unchurched, delinquent and new 
to the neighborhood. Consistently 
follow up with your list by making 

phone calls, sending text messages 
or reaching out via social media 
platforms. (Don’t be afraid to share 
your story! #MyTestimony)

2. Connect with people experiencing 
depression, illnesses, bereavement, 
etc. by calling, sending cards, or text 
messages.

3. Off er to shop for and assist 
people with health challenges and 
limitations.

4. Be Holy Spirit vigilant as you look 
for opportunities to witness. Always 
pray and allow the Holy
Spirit to direct and control 
your witnessing with a friendly 
countenance.

Finally, witnessing is so powerful that 
it reaches people even through their 
masks. Let’s all abide by the
CDC health guidelines but remember, 
we must obey God rather than man. 
The Gospel can go out while
we are in.


