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From The Desk of 
Pastor Don Darius Butler

Warm greetings to you, beloved. A 
disciple-member inquired about my 
confidence in the COVID-19 vaccine 
in recent days. Upon hearing the 
question, I immediately discerned 
a genuine concern in the inquirer 
about the safety and efficacy of the 
new preventive medicine purposed 
to immunize us against a disease that 
has claimed the lives of more than four 
hundred and fifty thousand (450,000) 
Americans and almost two million and 
three hundred thousand (2,300,000) 
persons worldwide. The concern is 
not unfounded, to be sure, given the 
compressed timeline on which available 
vaccines have been developed, plus the 
fact that the medicine is authorized 
by the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA) for emergency use. Certainly, a 
healthy dose of skepticism is shot into 
the body politic about the long term 
effects of the new drugs while reports 
of a small number of allergic reactions 
to vaccinations, even in the most severe 
cases, compared to the number of 
persons who have received dosages are 
being amplified.  

For African Americans, a history of 
medical mistreatment by health care 
systems haunts the collective psyche. 
Just the mention of the Tuskegee 
experiment—the infamous study of a 
contagious venereal disease in which 
black men were recruited by a promise 
of free medical care but instead were 
treated with mineral supplements, 
resulting in blindness, insanity, and 
death—invokes a deep-seated mistrust 
of the medical establishment. Then 
there is the documented witness of 
the exploitation of Henrietta Lacks, the 
black woman whose cells were used 
without consent in medical research 
in the 1950s, becoming one the most 

important tools for fighting disease 
in medical history. Subsequently, her 
children were also used in research 
without their consent in the 1970s, 
having their records released and 
published unbeknownst to them. Even 
more egregiously was the loathsome 
practice of James Marion Sims, a 
medical doctor known as the “father of 
modern gynecology,” who conducted 
research on enslaved Black women 
without anesthesia, operating under 
the racist notion that Black people do 
not feel pain. Shockingly, that notion 
persists today in the treatment and 
management of black women’s pain. 

Notwithstanding this litany of 
transgressions that is tantamount to 
medical racism, my response to the 
question was in the affirmative as I 
place my confidence in the vaccine to 
protect us from the novel coronavirus 
and its variant mutations. The passage 
of the National Research Act by the 
ninety-third Congress of the United 
States in 1974, after a series of hearings 
directed by the late Senator Edward 
Kennedy of Massachusetts on ethical 
violations upon human-subjects in 
medical research, created the National 
Commission for the Protection of 
Human Subjects of Biomedical and 
Behavioral Research. The commission 
summarized its oversight work on the 
basis of three ethical principles: 1) 
Respect for persons, 2) Beneficence, 
and 3) Justice. Since its establishment 
and the creation of institutional review 
boards (IRBs), widespread respect for 
the autonomy of human subjects and 
protections for same has become an 
important standard of the practice of  
medicine and medical research.  
 
As talk of effective vaccines became 
more credible at the end of 2020, 
I listened for and to the voices of 
Black doctors and researchers in the 
conversation. One in particular, Dr. 

James Hildreth, president and chief 
executive officer of Meharry Medical 
College, Nashville, Tennessee, spoke 
with authority on the matter since he is 
highly respected and accomplished in 
his field. As a member of the advisory 
committee that recommended approval 
of the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines 
to the FDA, Dr. Hildreth advocates for 
his people to receive the preventative 
medicine in order to slow transmission 
in our communities that have borne the 
brunt of disproportionate deaths. In a 
conversation with one of my pastoral 
colleagues who directs the Racial Justice 
Ministries at Scarritt Bennett Center, Dr. 
Hildreth said emphatically, “The way 
that we’re going to get past the problem 
that we have, the pandemic is through 
vaccines. When you get the vaccine, 
you’re not doing something just for 
yourself, you’re doing something for 
your larger community.” This statement 
prompted me to accept the invitation 
of the mayor of the City of Huntsville, 
when he asked several faith leaders 
in North Huntsville to be vaccinated 
publicly to show confidence in the new 
medicine. I received my first dose over 
a week ago to lead in this act of health 
stewardship, so that I can continue to 
perform my pastoral ministry with the 
necessary protection from the disease 
and a confidence that I will not pass it 
along to someone else.  
 
Realizing that we may be at different 
places in our trust of new medicine, I ask 
each of you to follow the data available 
to us; consult your primary care 
physician to gain a better understanding 
of the science behind the vaccine; weigh 
the risk of exposure to the disease 
against any potential allergic reactions; 
and commit this important act of care 
for yourself and your family to prayer. 
That’s what I did and will continue to do 
as we ask God to heal our land.  
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TWO CONGREGATIONS—WALKING AND SERVING TOGETHER

A vital and vibrant partnership 
between First Missionary Baptist 
and First Baptist Church has existed 
and thrived for close to 40 years.  
This relationship had its genesis 
in two prophetic and visionary 
pastors (Dr. Julius R. Scruggs and 
Dr. Ralph H. Langley) who shared a 
strong affinity for relevant biblical 
preaching paired with social and 
civic outreach.  After originally 
discussing pulpit exchanges 
between them, the two pastors 
soon settled on congregational 
exchanges — ultimately giving 
birth to the semiannual worship 
experiences that are so much a part 
of our congregational life today.   
In addition to the February and 
October worship experiences, in 
2019 our congregations initiated an 
annual joint Christmas Eve service 
in Big Spring Park. 

As the result of a call to prayer in 
one of our joint worship services, 
the two congregations shared 
in a weekly prayer group that 
alternately met at FMBC and FBC 
for several years.

We continue to walk and serve 
together in several dimensions.  
Across the years we have shared in a 
myriad of ministries that positively 
impact the community.  Since 
totally funding and building the first 
FMBC Habitat for Humanity home 
in 1992, FMBC has been a strong 
habitat partner of FBC. Together 
we have built five additional homes 
and assisted in the construction 

and/or blitz building of at least 
twenty additional (20) homes in 
Huntsville/Madison County. 

In 1998, the Huntsville-Madison 
County Christian Women’s Job 
Corps was initiated by FBC and 
remains a viable program for 
assisting women (and now men) 
in transition from welfare to 
work.  Across the years, FMBC has 
worked and served with FBC by 
financially supporting the effort 
in our annual budget.  For more 
than 22 years, we have provided 
countless volunteers who have 
served as board members, Bible 
Study teachers, mentors, and other 
areas to support this life-changing 
ministry.  

For several years, FMBC members 
have traveled with Dr. Jerry Graham 
and FBC members to shine the love 
of Jesus during annual medical 
and evangelism mission trips to 
Haiti and the Dominican Republic. 
These trips “put flesh” on the Great 
Commission in Matthew 28:19-20, 
“Go therefore and make disciples 
of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I 
am with you always, to the end of 
the age”.

For approximately fifteen (15) 
years, FMBC has joined with FBC 
and other local congregations in 
the Huntsville Assistance Program 

(HAP), a ministry of assistance and 
referrals for needy individuals and 
families.  Today, FMBC provides 
not only financial support but also 
committed volunteers who give 
their time to help others.

Through the years, FMBC has joined 
with FBC in Serving the City (a cross-
denominational day of Christian 
day of service, the National Day of 
Prayer, and many other pertinent 
areas of outreach and service.  

“Life’s most persistent and urgent 
question is, ‘What are you doing for 

others?’”
Martin Luther King, Jr.

By The Reverend Earla S. Lockhart



THE JRS CDCA
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February is a month jam packed with 
activities at the elementary school 
level; heart health month, dental 
month, Valentine’s Day, President’s 
Day and the JRS CDCA Founder’s Day. 
February is also the month set aside 
to celebrate Black History. At our 
school, we honor the legacy of African 
Americans daily, but this month we 
are taking a peek at recent events and 
historical figures and movements to 
MOTIVATE, ELEVATE and INSPIRE.   
 
MOTIVATE – Often times we are given 
the white-washed version of our 
heroes and sheroes. The challenge and 
opportunity to tell the rest of the story 
has been given to the teachers at the 
JRS CDCA this month. 
 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was 
considered a radical in his day.  Our 
scholars are learning the full story 
(age appropriate of course).  Trivia 
questions such as the number of times 
he was jailed, age he attended college 
and schools attended and matriculated 
from were given. Scholars and teachers 
researched the answers and came up 
with more questions to learn about 
this civil rights icon.  
 
Malcolm X, a contemporary of Dr. 
King has a story that can motivate our 

scholars.  His childhood was filled with 
loss, his teen and young adult years 
were filled with educational obstacles 
that stemmed from a racist system.  
Many of us know one side of his story, 
but when you take a deeper look into 
his life and legacy, you find a man who 
fought for the equality of all people and 
who recognized that the true obstacle 
was and continues to be racism. 
 
ELEVATE - On January 20, 2021 our 
scholars and teachers participated 
(virtually) in the Inauguration of the 
first Black Female Vice President, 
Kamala Harris.  Our female scholars 
wore pearls and some of our young 
men wore chucks.  We witnessed 
how a Black female was elevated to 
the 2nd highest office in the United 
States of America.  Scholars wrote 
letters congratulating VP Harris.  In her 
own words, “I might be the first, but I 
won’t be the last”.  Daily we elevate our 
scholars reminding them that “they 
are brilliant. 
 
INSPIRE - We don’t have to look very 
far to inspire our scholars.  The story 
of our own graduates and those who 
got their early start at the JRS CDCA 
inspires.  Now young adults, Janna 
Pea and Corban Swaim are making an 
impact.  

Janna Pea is a Senior Vice President 
for Berlin Rosen.  She has done work 
with the civil rights advocacy group, 
Color of Change.  Her work focuses on 
social impact, racial justice and civil 
rights.  Recently Janna was named 
Top Women in PR by PRNews. PRNews 
wrote, “From supporting organizations 
on the frontlines of the racial justice 
movement to leading cultural impact 
through film and entertainment, 
Janna has helped shaped some of the 
biggest stories of 2020.” 
 
Corban Swaim is a PhD candidate 
at MIT.  He is currently developing 
microscopes to study brain activity.  
In August 2020, Corban had an article 
published in the MIT Technology 
Review entitled Dismantling the 
Racist Mindset. In his article Corban 
writes, “Teach your children to be 
antiracist.  Teach them the breadth 
of Black and Indigenous history left 
out of schoolbooks”.  That’s what we 
are doing this month. Corban also 
has his own business, Corban Swaim 
Photography.   
 

Our history, our present, our future- 
Motivating, Elevating and Inspiring. 

 Tammy Range Alexander, PhD
Interim Head of School-JRS CDCA

Janna Pea

Corban Swaim



FMBC READER'S CORNER
By Sister LaDonna McCann

Let’s begin at the beginning, 
examining the origin of the title of 
this book. It is taken from a speech 
that Mississippi Senator Jefferson 
Davis gave on the floor of the US 
Senate on April 12, 1860.  He stated, 
“This Government was not founded 
by negroes nor for negroes,” but 
“by white men for white men…
inequality of the white and black 
races [was] “stamped from the 
beginning.”  These few words 
summarize the history of our nation, 
as well as the content of this book.

As much as people love to describe 
our founding fathers and those who 
helped shape our nation as men 
who had their eyes set on creating 
a democracy for all; they were 
creating a nation for the benefit of 
only some, white men and in most 
cases, rich white men.   The true 
founding of our nation was based 
upon “inequality of the white and 
black races [that was] stamped from 
the beginning.” 

Kendi leads us on a historic journey 
on how we have gotten to where we 
are with racist ideas in America.  He 
begins with the establishment of 
a racial hierarchy during the times 
of Cotton Mather.  He describes the 
origin of racist ideas, how they came 
to America, how the focus changed 
from saving souls and not bodies 
and concluded in a great awakening 
of racial superiority.  Religious and 
color prejudice existed in the ancient 
world.   Eventually both race and 
religion would form the basis and 
justification for slavery, segregation, 
and discrimination in the United 
States. 

Kendi goes on to remind us that 
from the first arrival on American 
shores in 1619, Africans had already 
been “stamped” as racially distinct 
people lower than the Puritan 
residents and even in a lower 
class than the numerous White 
indentured servants.  From the 
beginning, Africans were recorded 
as distinct from white servants.  As 
the colonies were established,  rules 
were created to further reinforce the 
superiority of whites above Africans.  
Even poor and indentured whites 
were placed in societal positions 
above Africans.  In many cases they 
were made the armed defender of 
the planter class and this hierarchy 
has continued throughout American 
history.

Kendi continues laying the 
foundation of racism in America 
through historical figures and 
significant events involving race that 
occurred in their lifetimes.  During 
the times of Thomas Jefferson, 
he describes the distinction of 
being created equal, uplift suasion, 
dehumanization and colonization.  
During the times of William Lloyd 
Garrison we get a glimpse of 
gradual equality, characterization of 
brutes or civilized, looking toward 
emancipation, the possibility for 
freedom, and reconstructing slavery 
and blame.  During the times of 
W.E.B. Dubois we see a potential 
renewing of the South, Southern 
horrors, Black Judases, great white 
hopes, the birth of a nation, and 
leading to massive resistance.  The 
book concludes with the life and 
times of Angela Davis.  During the 
modern era we saw the rise of the 
modern Civil Rights Movement, 
the Black Power Movement, the 

War on Drugs, New Democrats 
and Republicans, and the modern 
extraordinary Negro, President 
Barack Obama.

This book covers a broad history, 
but it provides an excellent lesson 
in how we have gotten to where 
we are concerning race in America.  
Our current situation did not occur 
by happenstance or by the divisive 
rise to power of a small group 
of racist individuals.  But rather, 
race was indeed “stamped from 
the beginning.”  It is an intricate 
part of the fabric and institutions 
of America.  It cannot be simply 
removed without an unraveling of 
that very fabric and crumbling of 
the foundations of our institutions.  
We must intentionally discuss and 
dismantle thread by thread and 
brick by brick.  This can only occur 
through understanding and talking 
honestly about the origins of racism.  
This book is a great place to begin.  
I highly recommend taking time 
to not only read this book, but to 
discuss it with other readers as well.

Book Review of STAMPED FROM THE BEGINNING by Ibram X. Kendi
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George W. 
L i n d s e y , 
Jr., a 

faithful servant 
of God, was born 
in Gadsden, 
Alabama on July 
23, 1937.  He was 
educated in the 
public schools 

of Gadsden.  Subsequent to high school, 
he studied at Selma University (HBCU) in 
Selma, Alabama and received the Bachelor 
of Theology Degree.  Later, he received the 
Bachelor of Arts and Bachelor of Science 
degrees from Athens State University in 
Athens, Alabama.

At the early age of twelve, Reverend Lindsey 
confessed Jesus as his Lord and Savior and 
united with the Friendship Baptist Church 
in Gadsden.  He served that church in 
many ministerial capacities including the 
deaconships.  In 1957, he accepted the 
call of God to preach the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and was subsequently licensed 
by his home church and the Wills Creek 
District Association.  He was later ordained 
by this same body.  This Association would 
later accent his gifts by asking him to serve 
as its Dean of the Sunday School and 
Baptist Training Union Congress.  He also 
served as Youth Pastor of the West Trinity 
Baptist Church during the pastorate of the 
Reverend W. Benson Stephenson. 

While a student at Selma University during 
the summer months, he taught Vacation 
Bible School and led workshops for the 
Southern Baptist Convention.  

In 1970 he was called to Pastor the Bethel 
Missionary Baptist Church in Anniston, 
Alabama.  He served there for about five 
years.  Reverend Lindsey has been a loving 
husband, father, and grandfather.  He 
was married to the late Minnie Whiteside.  
God blessed this union with four lovely 
children:  three daughters and one son, 
who followed in his father’s footsteps and 
answered his call to the gospel ministry.  
Grandchildren can make grandparents 
proud.  Reverend Lindsey is quite proud of 
his apt and intelligent grandchildren.

In 1961, Reverend Lindsey was called to 
serve in the United States Army and served 
faithfully for over 20 years before retiring.  
During his Army tenure, he served in the 
area of nuclear, biological, and radiology 
as an instructor.  He also served as an 
Assistant Chaplain.  

I met Reverend Lindsey when I came to 
pastor First Baptist in January of 1977.  I 
later asked him to serve as assistant to 
the pastor.  He accepted and that began a 
more than forty-year pastoral journey and 
friendship.
 
Over that long and fruitful journey, 
Reverend Lindsey blessed our church’s 
ministry as he helped me in the leadership 
of the Sunday worship services, in leading 
the devotional services on Wednesday 
nights during Bible Study, and in assisting 
in the jail and prison ministries, where 
many converts were baptized.  His longest 
and perhaps most impactful services 
were rendered through his Ministry of 
Congregational Care and Visitation.  
Here he assisted me in weekly hospital 
and home visitations of sick and shut-in 
persons.  Many persons in FMBC can attest 
to the meaningful impact he has had on 
their lives in critical times of sickness and 
bereavement.  He, likewise, has helped 
Pastor Butler in this same capacity.  While 
serving Christ at FMBC, Reverend Lindsey 
allowed his Christian witness to impact 
the social arena.  He is a life member of the 
NAACP and has served as Vice President 
of the Huntsville Madison County local 
chapter.  He also served faithfully in the 
Huntsville Association of Pastoral Care and 
the Huntsville based Interfaith Mission.
 
Now that he is retiring, we will all miss 
his dedicated and faithful service to God 
in this church family and community.  
Reverend Lindsey, may God bless you for 
your loyalty, dedication, and devotion to 
his kingdom work.  We highly appreciate 
you and will always remember that you 
were a great team player.

Thank you for your service,
The Reverend Julius R. Scruggs, 
Pastor Emeritus

A TRIBUTE TO THE
 REVEREND GEORGE WASHINGTON LINDSEY, JR.

While many of you know him as 
Reverend Lindsey, I know him 

as Big Dad. The Patriarch of the 
family, and a man that gives his 
all in service, truly embodying 
the scripture, "The greatest 

among you will be your servant" 
(Matthew 23:11, NIV) 

Many days growing up, I recall 
my grandfather visiting the 
jail or hospital as part of his 
ministry. You would be hard 

pressed to enter either without 
finding people that know of 
him, and of his love, and it 

didn't stop there! Everywhere 
he goes he leaves his presence 

behind, singing "WONDERFUL" 
along the way. We all choose 

our attitude, and he has chosen 
to keep a positive one, even for 

brief encounters. 

One might not ever know the 
challenges he faced, growing up 
in the "Jim Crow South", or even 
going to serve the country in 
the war. But at that moment 
that he baptized me many 

years ago, I didn't see all those 
things. I saw my grandfather, 
my Big Dad. A servant of God, 
and His people. A man that has 
given his all to give back to 
others. "For the entire law is 
fulfilled in keeping this one 

command: "Love your neighbor 
as yourself."" Galatians 5:14, NIV

With Love,
Aleisasacien

adbcfgh
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The Apostle Paul in 1 Timothy 5:17-18 
(NLT) states, “Elders who do their work 
well should be respected and paid well, 
especially those who work hard at both 
preaching and teaching”. This scripture 
comes to mind when I think about our 
own Rev. G.W. Lindsey, Jr. There is a well-
known hymn in the Baptist Church that 
goes, “Time is filled with swift transition, 
naught on earth unmoved can stand, 
build your hopes on things eternal; Hold 
to God’s unchanging hand”.  

Although, one story that he shared left 
no doubt that God was with him.  He was 
going out with a team on a recon but the 
commander wanted him to stay nearby 
as he was the Commander’s COMMS 
(Communication) Chief.  The team 
that went out stepped into a minefield 
and didn’t make it back to the United 
States.  That was a defining moment 
for him, "Combat will make an atheist 
a Believer!", he states.  Most veterans 
do not talk about combat and he is no 
different.  

Rev. Lindsey pastored Bethel Baptist 
Church in Anniston, Alabama while on 
active duty.  Making the commute from 
Huntsville to Anniston on the weekend 
and during the week for bible study.  
He eventually joined FMBC and the 
rest is history.  He has served the FMBC 
congregation faithfully.  His last position 
as a Munitions and Explosives Instructor 
on Redstone Arsenal in Huntsville 
was one he enjoyed, albeit stressful 
and dangerous. Training Soldiers with 
explosives is serious work!  

His community involvement includes 
serving at Crestwood Hospital.  A 
welcome sight to those who needed 
assurance, prayer, a hug or needed to 
know that Jesus agreed to go to the cross 
for their sin.  Love caused Him to do that 
for all of us.  Rev. Lindsey, a man used to 
working with teams, supported the local 
hospitals and worked in collaboration 
with other churches.  He served for years 
with the Harris Home for Children and 
arranged for services for them at First 
Baptist with various speakers and events. 
He was determined to make a positive 
impact in the life of those young people 
who had been born into challenging 
situations.  There is not one person who 

has asked Rev. Lindsey, ‘how he was 
doing’ and did not hear “WONDERFUL”.  
That is such a frequent response that 
he has garnered the nickname – “Mr. 
Wonderful”.   He has tirelessly touched 
many families and friends of this church.  

Mr. Wonderful is not all work and no play.  
He participated in a bowling league for 
many years as well as other members 
from FMBC and surrounding churches.  
This is a major changing of the guard 
as Rev. Lindsey, Jr. is an icon.  Almost 
every member can recount some type 
of interaction with Mr. Wonderful.  He 
has baptized many of the sons and 
daughters of the seasoned saints.  The 
staff has seen him fill in when the Pastor 
was out or away on business; he has been 
present for births at the hospital; deaths 
at various homes and visited members in 
health care facilities.  He has comforted 
numerous family members during the  
transition of their loved ones.  

Rev. Lindsey graduated from Athens 
University and studied at Alabama A&M 
University.  He enthusiastically embraces 
and welcomes learning new technology.  
That is probably one of the virtues 
that keeps him young.  He is always 
willing to learn.  The NAACP is another 
organization dear to his heart; and the 
Greater Huntsville Interdenominational 
Ministerial Fellowship (GHIMF) which is 
a non-denominational body of clergy 
that support and encourage one another 
through fellowship and training events, 
etc.  Relationships are made by the 
events of a person’s life.  Those who are 
there when you are going through joys, 
heartbreaks, sickness, triumph, success,  
and depression are called “friends”.   Rev. 
Lindsey “Mr. Wonderful”, has been that 
and more to the First Missionary Baptist 
Church Family and we celebrate and 
thank him for his service.  

 Well done, Rev. G. W. Lindsey, Jr!
Love, Juanita Lindsey

“And they will know we are 
Christians by our love by our love, 
by our love-yes they will know we 

are Christians by our love”.
For more than 40 years, the First 

Missionary Baptist Church Family has 
known Reverend George Washington 

(G.W.) Lindsey, Jr by the love he 
has shown as he supported Pastors 

Snodgrass, Scruggs, and Butler, 
respectively. In addition to being 

an ever present support in worship, 
Bible Study, and Vacation Bible 

School, he has served in whatever 
capacity needed to ensure church 

activities went smoothly.

On a lighter note, when the First 
Baptist bowling league was formed, 
Rev. Lindsey joined and perfected 
an approach and stance that has 

not been matched even to this day.

And so now Rev. Lindsey as you 
enter the next phase of this life 

journey, it is our prayer that it will 
be “WONDERFUL” because indeed our 

God is so “WONDERFUL”.

Your Sister In Christ,
Virginia Gilchrist

adbcfgh



FMBC LENTEN OBSERVANCE
A Deeper Devotion - Acts 2:42
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The Tulsa Massacre 
at Greenwood/Black Wall Street

This Lenten Season, we are striving for a deeper devotion in our love for one another and ultimately for The Lord Jesus 
Christ and His Church. Lent is a Christian tradition observed in many denominations throughout the world. It is a 
period of fasting, moderation, self-denial, and repentance.  As we covenant together for this hallowed forty-day period 
of sacrifice leading to a commemoration of Jesus’ death and a celebraion of His Resurrection, each discriple-member 
is invited to journey with us in the following ways:

What you receive:
• Commitment Cards
• Lent Prayer/Offering box
• Weekly virtual devotion
• Weekly youth prayer call
• Daily prayer text messages

What you commit:
• Offering of $.10/day 
• Attend Bible Study or Sunday School weekly
• Fast (give up) a food or habit 
• Register your commitments on Realm

DAILY LENTEN PRAYER CALL at 7:00 a.m.  Monday – Saturday, beginning Ash Wednesday.
Conference Call Number 712-770-4160 Access Code 254268

SO SEND I YOU DEVOTIONAL 
Each disciple-member commits to set aside $1 per day for 40 days in support of foreign missions.

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE February 17th at 6:30 p.m., Minister Arnatta Poole, preacher

SPECIAL LENTEN BIBLE STUDY SERIES AT NOON AND 6:30PM WEEKLY THEMES:
Worship – February 24th; Study – March 3rd; Service – March 10th; Giving – March 17th; Sharing – March 24th

SPECIAL LENTEN SUNG SERVICE
Sunday, March 28th

HOLY WEEK LECTURES  "THE MEANING AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE CROSS"
Monday, March 29th - Wednesday, March 31st. Dr. Demetrius K. Williams, scholar and lecturer

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP
April 1st at 6:30 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY TENEBRAE SERVICE
April 2nd at 6:30 p.m.

CHILDREN & YOUTH LENT ACTIVITIES
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Written by Sister Carolyn Parker and 
Brother  Uthman Abdur-Rahman

The single worst  incident of 
racial violence  in American 
history occurred in the 35 square 
block area of Tulsa, Oklahoma 
known as Greenwood. This was 
a self-sustaining community of 
approximately 10,000 residents 
supporting hundreds of black 
owned businesses including a 
hospital, school system, bus and 
taxi services, bank, 750 seat movie 
house, library, pharmacies, grocery 
stores, and a black newspaper, 
the Tulsa Star.  An oil  boom in 
Oklahoma had lead to a rise of Black 
settlers there encouraged by O. W. 
Gurley who in 1906 purchased a 40 
acre plot. He named it Greenwood 
after a city in Mississippi and sold 
parcels to blacks who  commenced 
to establish businesses.  Booker T. 
Washington later dubbed this area 
Black Wall Street.

An incident occurred on May 31, 
1921  wherein a 19 year black 
man, Dick Rowland, was accused 
of assaulting a 17 year old white 
woman, Sarah Page, in an elevator.  
It is believed that he lost his balance 
and somehow touched her. She 
screamed, police were called, 
and Dick was arrested.  The white 
newspaper reported an assault 
and an editorial implied that Dick 
had tried to rape her. Blacks and 
whites gathered at the courthouse 
and violence erupted.  On June 1, a 
white mob of over 1,000 overran the 
Greenwood neighborhood-looting, 
burning and killing.  More than 1,400 
homes and businesses were burned 
to the ground. Upwards of 300 were 
killed, hundreds more injured, and 
most of the remaining residents 
became homeless with  6,000 or 
more being placed in internment 
camps.  Since this  event was 
designated by law enforcement as 
the Tulsa riots instead of a massacre, 

insurance companies would not pay 
benefits for losses. Some were able 
to recover but Greenwood and Black 
Wall Street was never restored to its 
former glory.  Sarah never brought 
charges and Dick was eventually 
exonerated.

In the 1960's and '70's, "urban 
renewal" razed much of Greenwood 
to make room for "public projects" 
such as a major highway through 
the neighborhood.  Thus, the 
events of May 31 and June 1, 1921  
destroyed Black Wall Street as well 
as a flourishing source of pride 
that was never restored.  In 1990 a 
Tulsa native and writer, Ron Allen, 
began researching the incident by 
interviewing some of the survivors.  
It is noteworthy that only then 
did information come to light and 
interest in the incident began to 
attract scholarly research.

The Tulsa Massacre 
at Greenwood/Black Wall Street

• In 1906, Greenwood is founded   
 by O. W. Gurley.

• Greenwood is dubbed the “Black   
 Wall Street” by Booker T. Washington.

• Greenwood becomes home to 10,00 residents  
 supporting many black-owned businesses,  
 including a hospital, school, bus system,  
 newspaper and more.

• On May 31, 1921, 19-year-old Dick Rowland  
 was falsely arrested for assaulting a white  
 woman.

• On June 1, 1921, an angry mob of 1000+  
 whites loot and burn down Greenwood.

• In January 2021, Greenwood Bank, owned  
 by Blacks and Latinx, opens to build the  
 economies in black and brown communities  
 while paying tribute to the history and legacy  
 of Greenwood.

Greenwood 
Facts
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HEART HEALTH DAY FEB 5th
By Sister Phyllis McMillan and Sister Rosalyn Richardsonffff

Trustee Sam and Sister Mildred 
Morris will celebrate 23 years of 

marriage on February 14TH

Alton and Mary E. Richardson will 
celebrate 57 years of marriage on 

February 28th 

Percy and Jesse Hawthorne will 
celebrate 60 years of marriage on 

February 13th

Deacon Huey and Girtha Thompson 
will celebrate 21 years of marriage 

on February 29th

The Go Red for Women campaign started in 2004 
when the American Heart Association took on the 
challenge of raising awareness about heart disease 
in women. This campaign became a National Wear 
Red Day. Part of the American Heart Association's Go 
Red for Women movement, Wear Red Day focuses the 
nation's attention on heart disease, the number one 
killer of women in America. 

Be it a lipstick, dress, shoes, or accessory, 
wear your brightest reds on National Wear Red 

Day on Friday, February 5th.

WHY MOVE MORE?
Being active can:
•Protect your heart (even if you have        
  heart disease)
•Improve blood flow
•Lower blood pressure and    
  cholesterol levels
•Give you more stamina and ability   
  to cope with stress

GET STRONG
In addition to aerobic activity, 
take time to strengthen your 
muscles. Try to work your leg, hip, 
back, chest, abdomen, shoulder, 
and arm muscles. Aim to do muscle 
strengthening twice a week in 
addition to your aerobic activities.

FMBC MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Sister Erica C. Washington received 
the MLK Service Award for her civic 
activism from the Greater Huntsville 
Interdenominational Ministerial 
Fellowship (GHIMF) 

Ms. Pamela Cook, daughter of Daniel 
and Rosa Cook, was recognized as 
a 2020 honoree as part of the sixth 
annual, “Women Who Shape the 
State”, presented by This is Alabama. 
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SISTER LETTYE A. BOYD

As you read this, please hum 
“Order My Steps” or “Total 
Praise” in your heart and mind. 
This FMBC musical spotlight is 
shining on Ms. Lettye Ann Boyd. 
Sister Boyd was born on April 
15th in Birmingham, Alabama 
and grew up in Auburn, 
Alabama. 

Her interest in music came when she would stand next to a 
piano to watch her mother play. She would watch and learn 
and come to be able to play it all by herself. Her mom was a 
stickler for getting the notes right. She might be in another 
room, but if she heard a wrong note, she would react by 
saying, “That’s not right Lettye Ann.” Mama would know! 
Sister Boyd’s parents and grandparents started her in music 
in the 2nd grade and bought her, her own piano.  

Sister Boyd was allowed to help direct the choir during 
her senior year in high school in 1957. She was the lead 
alto. Prior to a scheduled concert, the entire alto section 
got in trouble and Sister Boyd had to carry the alto part by 
herself. She loved music and her class schedule afforded her 
the opportunity to take piano lessons at, then, Tuskegee 
Institute. 

Upon graduation in 1957, Sister Boyd attended Fisk 

University in Nashville, Tennessee where she majored in 
music. After her freshman year she went to summer school 
at Alabama A&M University (AAMU) and decided to just 
remain on The Hill. She transferred and changed her major 
to Elementary Education with a minor in Music. 

In 1958, Sister Boyd joined the University Choir under the 
direction of the consummate music tag team, the late Dr. 
Henry Bradford, Jr., and Mrs. Nell Lane Bradford. Sister Boyd 
said training under them was wonderful. Her Elementary 
Ed. program required her to take piano lessons. Because she 
already knew how to play the piano, Mrs. Bradford allowed 
her to teach half of the classes, where she received an “A.”

After graduating from AAMU, Sister Boyd taught 2nd grade 
elementary education in Waverly Hall, Georgia. She moved 
back home to Auburn, Alabama, subsequently moved to 
Kansas City, Missouri, then returned to Auburn. While at 
home, the dean called her mom to tell her to send Sister 
Boyd back to AAMU for a teaching job at Councill Training 
School. She taught there from 1963 to 1970 when the school 
closed. After the school’s closure, Sister Boyd got word that 
the principal at Madison Cross Roads was so impressed with 
her teaching, that he called the superintendent to have her 
placed at Madison Cross Roads School. She created a music 
program which garnered standing room only concerts and 
musicals. She taught there from 1970 until her retirement 
in 1993. 

by Sister Erica Fox Washington

FMBC MEMBER SPOTLIGHT
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