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From The Desk of 
Pastor Don Darius Butler

I was glad when they said to 
me, “Let us go to the house of 

the Lord!” – Psalm 122:1

Greetings, Beloved. On Palm 
Sunday I shared with the 
congregation our intent to 
implement a plan for a gradual 
return to in-person worship in the 
sanctuary. Since the fall, we have 
been testing COVID-19 protocols 
under the supervision of 
healthcare professionals and feel 
comfortable that we can proceed 
safely to a measured re-entry. 
(Kindly note those proposals on 
the adjacent page.) As we prepare 
to execute the same, several 
considerations are important for 
an orderly transition.  

First, advance registration and 
confirmation is vital for receiving 
you. Our plan calls for the hosting 
of up to seventy-five worshipers 
each Sunday—for the first four 
weeks. After the initial period, 
the Re-entry Committee will 
make recommendations about 
increasing capacity. To ensure 
that each worshiper is welcomed 
and seated with those of their 
household, the team will need 
to know who we should expect. 
Registration in Realm and by 
telephone is now available to 
disciple-members. Once you 
have completed the process, 

please await a note of 
confirmation from the team.   

Second, adherence to the 
instructions given by medical 
aid personnel, ushers, and other 
volunteers is critical for safety 
and success. The protocols in 
place are for the protection of all 
persons coming to the campus. 
Worshipers will be required to 
wear masks, observe physical 
distance, have temperatures 
taken, and be directed into and 
out of the sanctuary by ushers. 
None of these practices is 
intended to frustrate or dissuade 
you from attending. Rather, 
they are the precautions we 
take to greatly reduce the risk of 
infection. I hope that you would 
show appreciation to those who 
serve in the house of the Lord by 
following their directions in the 
process.  

Third, be timely. Even more now 
than before, volunteers arrive 
on campus well in advance to 
the start of the worship service 
to ensure readiness to receive 
worshipers. Your timely arrival 
and entry into the building will 
aid us tremendously in centering 
down for worship and will allow 
volunteers to receive the ministry 
of worship themselves. As one of 
our deacons encouraged his 

fellow officers, hold fast to no 
seat in particular but be thankful 
to be in the service one more 
time.  

Fourth, and perhaps most 
important, be gracious and kind 
to all you encounter upon your 
return. An irony of the impending 
return is the emotional, mental, 
and even physical fatigue among 
church staff members, as a result 
of the extended pandemic. We 
have been working behind the 
scenes for the past twelve months 
in order to keep the ministries 
of the congregation sustained, 
and now we are contending 
with a certain weariness even 
as congregants are excited to 
come back. Clergy, staffers, and 
pandemic volunteers continue 
to carry an inordinate burden 
of leadership in this season and 
must replenish ourselves for the 
ministry ahead. Thus, I beg your 
patience and understanding as 
we serve you in this way. Know 
that all we do is for your safety 
and care. We may not get it right 
every time, but our hearts are in 
the right place. So grant us the 
grace that you would want shown 
to yourself. Together, God will see 
us through to the other side of 
this experience.  
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Returning to Worship
What to Expect When

In-Person Attendance Guidelines
In order to safely gather we will observe the following:
• Touch-free temperature checks.
• Response to COVID-19 protocol questions:

 » Fever in last 48 hours? Contact with a  case of COVID-19? Cough, short   
  ness of breath or sore throat? New loss of  taste  or smell? Vomiting or diarrhea in   
  last 24 hours? Do you have a pending COVID-19 test?
• Adherence to physical distancing by following established spacing in the sanctuary

 » Refrain from sitting in roped off areas.  
• Wearing face coverings for the duration of our time together.
• Use of sanitizing stations located throughout the campus.
• At the start of service, the two double-doors leading into the sanctuary will be closed.  
 If you need to enter/leave please use one of the single doors that will remain open.

Registration Process for Attending Service
While some have be able to be in-person during the pandemic, there are others who have 
not. We want to make room for those unable to return during the last 6 months.
Here’s the process:
• Register your interest in attending in-person using Realm.

 » If you don’t have a Realm account or access to a computer or smart device, please  
   call the church office.
• Select the date you would like to attend.
• Respond to a few questions during the registration process:

 » Have you attended service within the past 6 months?
 » Have you been vaccinated? (will not affect ability to attend)
 » Have you read and consented to the In-Person Attendance Guidelines?

• You will receive an email confirmation once your registration is complete.

COVID-19 Exit Procedure
After service, we follow these procedures to transition to Sunday School safely:
Continue to observe physical distancing guidelines and refrain from gathering in crowds.

 »  If you have a need to follow-up with another member, please do so once outside so  
   we can prepare the sanctuary for Sunday School.
• If you intend to join us for Sunday School in the sanctuary, please remain in your seat.
• If you are preparing to leave the sanctuary, we ask that you stand in place and the   
 ushers will signal you to the identified point of egress at the appropriate time. 
• If you have any questions, please see an usher to assist you through this new process.



JRS CHILD DEVELOPMENT CENTER AND ACADEMY
NEWS FROM THE
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Eight months ago, when we began 
our school year it was unlike any 
time before.  We were uncertain 
about a pandemic, masks and 
six feet apart for toddlers and 
elementary aged children.  We 
wondered if we would be able 
to order enough PPE as well as 
the “traditional” school supplies 
like notebooks, pencils, and 
paper.  As we enter the month of 
April, we find ourselves looking 
forward to Spring Break, Earth Day 
Celebrations, and the signal day in 
the Christian Church, Resurrection 
Sunday.  
 
We are in the final lap of the school 
year, but we are by no means 
slowing down.  Do you remember 
what the last week in Jesus’ earthly 
life was like?  The Triumphal Entry, 
a temple visit ending with Him 
turning the tables over (but also a 
tender moment when Jesus said, 
“let the children come to me”), a 
Thursday night meal that ended 
in an all-night trial.  A trip up a hill 
called Calvary, a crucifixion along 

with a few nights in a borrowed 
tomb and then a Sunday morning 
resurrection.  
 
As I am reminded of all Jesus did 
during the last week of His life, I 
can only come to one conclusion-
April is not a time to slow down 
but a time to recommit, to be 
rejuvenated and to soar. At the 
JRS CDCA this means another 
opportunity to open our doors for 
our scholars to learn and grow.  I 
am proud and excited to share 
that some of our K4 scholars are 
reading and a few of our 5th grade 
scholars are reading two grades 
above grade level! We continue to 
find opportunities (this one from a 
parent) for our scholars to engage 
with other learners.  Our 4th & 5th 
grade scholars participated in the 
Annual AAMU STEM Day (virtually 
of course). Scholars are soaring in 
math and coding.  We are enjoying 
fun Fridays like HBCU Day and 
“Rep” your church t-shirt day.  Our 
scholars are beginning to learn the 
importance of community service 

and on Earth Day we will have a 
campus-wide clean up.  
The JRS CDCA is an exciting 
place to learn. Our scholars 
grow academically, socially, and 
spiritually.  Spread the word! 
Join us this summer and/or fall.  
Registration is now open at www. 
jrscdca.org.   

Support
Julius R. Scruggs CDCA

1. Enter link :
https://smile.amazon.com/

ch/63-0779009
2. Bookmark or Download:

Bookmark page on your 
computer or download the 
“Smile Amazon” app on your 
cellphone for more convenience 

when you shop
3.

Earn: JRS CDCA will earn a 
percentage of each transaction

(You must always
order through smile.amazon.

com or the app for us to earn)

By  Dr. Tammy Alexander, Interim Head of School
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MEDICAL AID MINISTRY MOMENT
Stress Awareness Month

The month of April has been 
designated to publicly increase 
the awareness of stress at 
home, in the workplace and 
in our general everyday life. 
Stress is a real factor in causing 
an alteration in our health. 
For example, stress can cause 
stomach ulcers, esophagitis, 
and gastritis. Stress can 
also cause heart disease, 
such as heart attacks or 
myocardial infarction (MI) and 
cerebrovascular disease such 
as strokes or cerebrovascular 
accident (CVA).  If you wonder 
how stress can trigger 
problems with your health, 
think about a time when you 
have become ill and what 
causative factors led to your 
illness. A real case scenario is 
someone who lost a spouse of 
many years, developed chest 
pain and found himself in the 
emergency room. Test results 
from a cardiac work-up noted 
elevated cardiac enzymes 
seemingly indicating a heart 
attack. However, the cardiac 
catherization report did not 
find obstructive heart disease 
but what is called Takotsubo 
syndrome or takotsubo 
cardiomyopathy which is an 
acute form of heart failure. 
This syndrome mimics a heart 
attack but is mainly caused by 
stress that can be emotional 
or physical. It is also called 
broken heart syndrome or 
stress induced cardiomyopathy 

(www.sciencedirect.com).
Stress and anxiety are real and 
have been more prevalent 
during the pandemic and 
quarantine. How do we deal 
with stress? Remember, 
everyone deals with stress 
differently. Find out what is 
better for your situation. Do 
not internalize your problem 
or stressor. Ventilate or talk 
to someone. Seek medical 
attention. 

Use my formula for the acronym 
S-T-R-E-S-S. 

S - Stop, pray, and calm down.

T - Take a deep breath; take a 
mental health day and watch a 
comedy series  and laugh.

R - Relax and light an essential 
oil candle. 

E - Evaluate the situation and 
be rational;  exercise.

S - Sync with our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ, ask Him for 
help. He wants you  to depend 
on Him, to have faith in Him, to 
believe in Him and to trust Him.

S - Sing praises to the Lord and 
thank  Him for bringing you 
through the stressor; listen to 
music.

Think of stress as a trial and 
tribulation. God didn’t say we 

will not have stressors but know 
that each stressor or suffering 
“produces perseverance; 
perseverance, character; and 
character, hope. And hope does 
not put us to shame, because 
God's love has been poured 
out into our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit, who has been 
given to us. You see, at just the 
right time, when we were still 
powerless, Christ died for the 
ungodly” (Roman 5:3-6 NIV).

Stress unlike any illness or 
disease can be treated when 
we are aware we are stressed.

By Sister Phyllis McMillan
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The Resurrection means 
to me that we should all 

be obedient to everyone. 
That includes our parents, 

God, siblings, friends, 
and those around us. The 

Resurrection was when 
Jesus sacrificed Himself 

to save our lives from 
sin. Without His sacrifice, 
our world would be even 
worse than it is today. In 

summary, the Resurrection 
means to me that we 

should respect each other. 
Without the Resurrection 

and its meaning, our world 
will collapse.

Christen McCann

To me, The Resurrection 
of Jesus represents 

renewal. We live a life full 
of sin but through Jesus’ 
Sacrifice, we are able to 
live a life saved from our 
shortcomings in the eyes 

of God. In a sense, our lives 
are renewed spiritually 

through the Resurrection 
as it allows us to have 
eternal salvation. The 

Resurrection can also be 
seen as a renewal in our 

relationship with God. The 
death and Resurrection 
of Jesus is a reminder of 

how we are saved through 
Jesus.

Kendall Russell

What does the 
Resurrection mean to 
me? It means coming 

back or maybe having 
a new life. The reason 

why I say this is because 
Jesus died for our sins 
and that is like a new 

life for us because our 
sins are now gone. Also, 
when Jesus died on the 

cross He didn't stay 
dead forever, He came 

back just like He said He 
would.

Alivia Barber

To me, the Resurrection 
means Jesus was 

temporarily taken 
from us when he was 

crucified. He then 
came back after 3 

days on Easter. Him 
coming back from the 
dead symbolized him 

cleansing the bad things 
in our past and helping 

us in the present and 
future. 

Lauren Williams

To me the resurrection is 
a show of how powerful 
Jesus is. He died on the 

cross for us and rose 
from the grave to be 
with his Father. That 

shows that he is willing 
to do anything for us just 

like how we should do 
anything for him.  

Jacobi McGhee

The resurrection 
represents God’s 

almighty power as He 
brought Jesus back from 
the dead. It proves God 

can do anything and that 
He was willing to make 
the ultimate sacrifice 

because of His love for 
us. The resurrection also 
represents God promise 

of saving a place in 
Heaven just  for me.

Terence Tolliver

Children's Reflections on the Meaning of the Resurrection
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The resurrection means 
a lot to me. It shows how 
powerful God is. It also 
shows us how much He 
loves us. Jesus died on 

the cross to save us from 
our sins. The bible says 
"Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel 

to all creation. Whoever 
believes and is baptized 

will be saved, but whoever 
does not believe will be 

condemned.
(Mark 16:15-16)

Chloe Abena McElroy

Resurrection means to 
me. When Christ died on 
Calvary.  He did this so 
He could save us from 

our sins, and so that we 
could return to Him.

The Easter story is 
about God's love. That 
He sends to us from up 
above.  I am so glad to 

have Jesus, our Savior. I 
will cherish Him forever 

and ever.

 Jada McElroy

To me the resurrection 
means that you can't 
always give up hope. 

Also,  that when Jesus 
died on the cross for our 

sins, God had blessed 
His son with Mary and 

Joseph to teach Him how 
to live and grow. When 

He died on the cross, 
everyone, especially His 
disciples, had lost hope 

and thought that he 
was dead forever. Until 

one day, when Mary 
Magdalene went to the 

tomb, He was not there, 
and he was alive.

Christopher McCann

The resurrection means 
Hope for me because 

God will raise me up like 
he did Jesus. It means 

love because who would 
sacrifice there life for me 
? It means Joy that I will 
live in heaven with him 

forever. 

Ashley Davis

What I think the 
resurrection means to 

me is stated in John 
3:16, “For God so loved 
the world that he gave 
his one and only Son, 

that whoever believes in 
him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.” And 

on Resurrection Sunday, 
Jesus set an example for 
us that Christianity will 
always beat the forces 
of evil no matter what. 
And that is what Jesus 
Christ's resurrection 

means to me.

Jayden Lee Shingleton
The resurrection of Jesus 

is the Christian belief 
that God raised Jesus 

from the dead after his 
death on the cross. John 
3:16 says that, “God so 
loved the world that he 
gave his only son, that 
whosoever believes in 

him shall not perish but 
have eternal life.” God 
sacrificed his only son 

for us which atoned for 
our sins and that showed 

how much God truly 
loves us. Jesus dying 

for us was the ultimate 
sacrifice that allowed us 

away back to God and 
the kingdom of heaven.

Aaron Michael 
Shingleton

Children's Reflections on the Meaning of the Resurrection
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FMBC READER'S CORNER
Book Review by Sister LaDonna McCann

As soon as I heard the title of Cicely 
Tyson’s memoir, I thought of the 
hymn above.  The powerful hymn 
is a fitting title to this writing.  Mrs. 
Tyson lays her legacy before us in 
the pages of her memoir.  Plainly 
stated, honestly described…
just as she is.  It is refreshingly 
straightforward.  

A life that is lived genuinely with God 
at the heart is easily felt, even within 
the pages of a written memoir.  In 
every chapter flows a thread of the 
divine.  It is intertwined with each 
story, every lesson learned, every 
relationship, and even in between 
the words.  Some readers may 
attribute this to the writer’s ability 
to tell a great story, but closer 
examination clearly reveals the 
thread of the divine.

Mrs. Tyson not only shares her life 
stories; she also shares her life 
failures, struggles, and lessons 
learned.  It is the “lessons learned” 
throughout the memoir that ring 
most authentic to me.  Her wise 
words and spiritual insight give 
the reader nuggets of wisdom 
throughout the book.  Just as one 
would hope that someone almost 
100 years old would have wisdom 
to impart.

Cicely Tyson has long been a shero 
of mine.  However, after reading her 
memoir, I admire her even more.  
Her relationships, how she chose to 
live her life, as well as the decisions 
she made indeed made her more 
admirable.  Not only that, but 
unlike many memoirs that casually 
mention others, she gives us a 
detailed look into the persons she 
was in relationship with including 
family, friends, and the love of 
her life—Miles Davis.  Her honest 
description of these relationships is 
in and of themselves another lesson 
the book provides.

We often read memoirs to discover 
who someone is. We want to learn 
what makes them get up in the 
morning.  What is their driving 
force?  What is their reason for going 
on?  For Mrs. Tyson, at the core of 
her being was the desire to live up 
to the full potential that the Creator 
had created her to be.  This is 
especially true for the projects she 
chose to undertake and those she 
passed on. I gained an even greater 
appreciation for the depth of her 
characters.  All the roles she has 
played are women, black women 
of depth and substance no matter 
how the character appears on the

 surface.  She always brings a depth 
and grace to the role.

This book was a page turner of a 
life.  It is full of wisdom.  It provides 
spiritual encouragement.  As we 
often grant the senior women of the 
family the title “Queen Mother”,
undoubtedly Queen Mother 
Cicely Tyson has left her sons and 
daughters with a gem of a memoir.  
She has left an admirable legacy.  
From the childhood with Caribbean 
parents, to finding her voice, to 
discovering her womanhood, to 
moving to motherhood, to loving 
and living, Queen Mother Tyson had 
a life well lived.  What better way to 
honor that legacy than to read it for 
yourself?  It is my hope that you add 
this legacy to your personal library 
if you have not done so already.

***SIDE NOTE***
If you listen to the audio, there is 
a beautiful introduction by Viola 
Davis, and she goes on to express 
the legacy that Queen Mother Cicely 
Tyson has left for dark-skinned, 
black, female actors.  She has 
blazed a trail and overturned the 
standards of beauty in the industry.

JUST AS I AM—A MEMOIR

Just as I am, without one plea
But that Thy blood was shed for me

And that Thou bid'st me come to Thee
O Lamb of God, I come! I come
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By The Reverend Earla Lockhart

This month we salute and celebrate  the Ushers Ministry 
of our church.  Historically in the Black Church, the 
role of the Usher Board is one of great significance and 
honor. As partners in the worship experience, ushers 
help to set the atmosphere. They do so much more 
than merely show us to our seat, distribute offering 
envelopes and bulletins, and collect the tithes and 
offerings.  And…on a lighter note, you know you are in a 
Black church if the ushers distribute Martin Luther King 
or Praying Hands fans donated by local funeral homes.

According to the African American Lectionary, "The 
Old Testament is full of references to those individuals 
referred to as the” doorkeepers” of the Temple.
Scripture is replete with references speaking to the 
importance of the doorkeepers and how their ministry 
impacts all the inner workings of the Temple. It becomes 
clear that if the doorkeepers failed to function properly; 
the day-to-day operations of the Temple would have 
halted. This level of importance of ushers/doorkeepers 
can still be witnessed today. While ushering is one of the 
familiar symbols of the Black Church, few understand 
its cultural importance.”

Today’s ushers view their primary responsibility as 
tending to the details of each service and ensuring 
that things are done “in a fitting and orderly way” (1 
Corinthians 14:40). This orderly way extends beyond 
just philosophy and is at the center of an ethos that 
has developed within the auxiliary. This ethos is 
constructed around the belief that the usher is there to 
maintain order within the context of the service, assist 
as necessary as the Holy Spirit moves, and welcome 
parishioners and visitors into the sacred space of the 
sanctuary. 

In doing this, ushers have shaped a code of conduct 
that stretches across generational, geographical, and 
denominational lines in black churches. 

“For a day in your courts is better than a thousand 
elsewhere. I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house 
of my God than dwell in the tents of wickedness.”  
Psalm 84: 10-11

The Role of the Ushers in the Black Church

Join us on
 Sunday April 18th 

Senor Ushers Recognition

and on

Sunday, May 16th

 Intermediate Ushers
 Recognition

Via Livestream



DR. GARY B. CROSBY APPOINTED PRESIDENT OF SAINT ELIZABETH UNIVERSITY
FMBC MEMBER SPOTLIGHT

The First Missionary 
Baptist Church  family 
extends congratulations 
to Dr. Gary B. Crosby on 
his appointment as the 
eighth president of Saint 
Elizabeth University.  Dr. 
Crosby was unanimously 
selected by the Board of 
Trustees of the university.  
The appointment is 

historic in that Dr. Crosby 
will become the first African American and first male 
president in Saint Elizabeth’s 121-year history.
Dr. Crosby, his wife Larissia, and their daughter Julia 
began attending First Missionary Baptist in 2015, 
after relocating to Huntsville, AL. He and his family 
later became members under the leadership of Dr. 
Julius R. Scruggs.  Dr. Crosby has supported FMBC's 
Annual College Day Program, an outreach component 
of the Fellowship of University Students Ministry to 
celebrate the start of the semester. The Crosby’s have 
enjoyed Sunday Service, Sunday School, and the 
fellowship experienced with their church family. Dr. 
Crosby and his family plan to visit and continue their 
support of First Missionary Baptist Church as time 
permits. The Crosby’s will truly miss First Missionary 
Baptist Church as they transition to Morristown, New 
Jersey, later this summer.

Dr. Crosby joined the Alabama A&M University 
family in 2015, serving as Vice President for Student 
Affairs since that time.   Recognized for his student-
centered, mission-oriented, and transformational 
leadership, Crosby has nearly 20 years of innovative 
and progressive administrative experience in 
higher education. Since joining AAMU, Crosby has 
been directly involved in university-wide strategic 
planning, management and advancement through 
the leadership of key operations such as enrollment 
management (admissions and recruitment, financial 
aid and registrar); student support services; diversity 
and inclusion; and, student activities and leadership 
development. Additionally, Crosby played a 
significant role in strengthening student outcomes in 
humanities, STEM and business disciplines through 

external partnerships; chaired AAMU’s COVID-19 task 
force; led initiatives to significantly diversify revenue; 
and, re-engineered the overall student experience. 

Before joining AAMU, Crosby served in various 
capacities at Jackson State University (JSU). While 
at JSU, he secured major gifts and grants to support 
student development, faculty and student research, 
scholarships, and strengthening community 
outreach. He also improved student success through 
co-curricular experiences, played a major role in the 
University’s successful reaffirmation by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges, and developed a robust community service 
and service-learning program.  

“Dr. Crosby has provided stellar and exemplary 
leadership while at AAMU,” remarked AAMU President 
Andrew Hugine.   Hugine further noted that “Dr. 
Crosby is a trusted advisor, an able administrator, and 
a valuable member of the AAMU leadership team.”  
He is well respected by his colleagues, professionals 
in the field of student affairs and is undoubtedly one 
of the up-and-coming leaders in higher education 
in America.  “We are certain that he will take his 
visionary approach to leadership to his new position,” 
commented Hugine. 

A native of Hattiesburg, Mississippi, Crosby holds 
a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice from The 
University of Southern Mississippi. He also has a 
master’s degree in political science and a doctorate 
in urban and regional planning from Jackson State 
University. In addition, he is a 2019-2020 American 
Council on Education (ACE) Fellow in the Office of 
the Chancellor at Rutgers University-Newark, holds a 
certificate in Educational Management from Harvard 
University, and is a 2016 Protégé of the Millennium 
Initiative of the American Association of State Colleges 
and Universities (AASCU). 

Alabama A&M University wishes President-elect 
Crosby of Saint Elizabeth University, his wife, Larissia, 
and their daughter, Julia, much success in their future 
endeavors.

By Sister Karla I. Miller
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2021 FMBC College Scholarship  Coming Soon
All FMBC graduating high school seniors are encouraged to submit an application 
for the Nathaniel Griffin, the Calvin Parker or the John R. Riche Scholarships or the 
FMBC Stipend. Please see the 2021 May Communicator for details.
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Deacon Morris Smith, Jr. and Sister 
Annie Smith celebrate 50 years of 

marriage on April 17th

FMBC MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Brother Danny and Sister Maple 
Brown celebrate 46 years of marriage 

on April 5th

Brother Arthur W., and Sister 
Jacqueline F. Griffin celebrate 34 

years of marriage on April 18th

Deacon Eddie C., and Sister Carolyn 
Williams celebrate 46 years of 

marriage on April 19th

Congratulations Sister Elizabeth F. 
Scruggs, who was awarded a Dean's 

Award of $100.00 for her submission in 
her Research in Biology Class for the 

University Research Symposium last week 
on detecting pathogens in seafood.

Brother Michael and Sister Lori 
Shingleton celebrate 17 years of 

marriage on April 17th

Brother Marcus and Sister Sharon 
Adams celebrate 12 years of 

marriage on April 4th

Congratulations to Sister Erica Fox 
Washington who was recognized at 

Alabama A&M for International Women’s 
History Month for women employed or 

actively involved with the University 
throughout the month.

Congratulations to Sister Quisha Riche 
who was appointed by Mayor Tommy 

Battle as director of 
Parking & Public Transit.
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