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From The Desk of 
Pastor Butler

Greetings, Beloved. As I write this 
note to you, voters in more than 
one dozen states in the union are 
already casting their ballots in the 
2020 general elections. Even in the 
midst of the global health crisis the 
practice of democracy continues as 
citizens avail themselves of early 
in-person, absentee, and mail-
in voting options to exercise the 
franchise. Sadly, some detractors 
seek to undermine the integrity 
of the voting process, regarding 
mail-in ballots particularly, and are 
attempting to cast suspicion on 
the outcome of the election, even 
before final votes are cast or results 
are tabulated. The widespread 
dissemination of misinformation 
can have a demoralizing eff ect 
upon the body politic, stirring 
within many the kind of cynicism 
that leads to disengagement from 
the political process altogether. I 
suspect that is the intent of such 
political saboteurs—to frustrate 
enough eligible voters to the point 
that they sit out this election. 
Regrettably, we have seen the 
consequences of this abdication 
of civic responsibility a  er the 
last presidential election, and 
have been living in its shadows for 
the last four years. This time, our 
resolve to cast the ballot and our 
insistence that all those over whom 
we have influence do the same 
must not waver, notwithstanding 
the most cra  y eff orts to the 
contrary. 

In the very year that the Honorable 
John Robert Lewis dropped his 

robe of flesh, we must recommit 
ourselves to the good trouble 
that he got into during his 
lifetime. His willingness to face 
not only the threat of violence 
but also its brutality wrought 
upon his body should inspire us 
to do more than just prepare to 
watch election returns. Indeed, 
we should feel the challenge to 
advance the cause by registering, 
educating and mobilizing others 
to make known whom they wish 
to represent their interests in 
public off ice. We owe this sacred 
duty to those whose sacrifices 
have secured what had been long 
denied to many of the nation’s 
citizens. Even as we celebrate 
the centennial of women’s voting 
rights through the ratification 
of the 19th amendment to the 
constitution (August 18, 1920), 
we (most certainly Alabamians) 
must acknowledge how fragile 
these rights are, especially as 
the preclearance protections 
of the 1965 Voting Rights Act 
were gutted by the United States 
Supreme Court in the 2013 Shelby 
v. Holder decision. Such a petition 
to the court by Shelby County, 
Alabama was but another stain 
on the record of this state with 
regard to voter suppression and 
disenfranchisement. Nevertheless, 
we must persist. 

If the incredible witness of the 
ancestors lack power to inspire us 
to engage this process in ways we 
haven’t before, then let the future 
of hope unborn motivate us toward 

that end. Even now members of the 
United States Senate are preparing 
for the confirmation hearings of 
a nominee to the nation’s highest 
court, the third such nomination 
of the current president. (I shan’t 
even begin to go down the road of 
the senate leader’s blatant duplicity 
and hypocrisy.) This confirmation, 
should it occur, is the ultimate 
prize for those who have carried 
out an ultra-conservative, court-
packing agenda. As was shared in 
the first presidential debate, an 
unprecedented number of jurists—
primarily white men in their thirties 
and forties—have been confirmed 
to the bench of the federal judiciary 
in this presidential term, some of 
whom have never tried cases in 
court themselves. The far-reaching 
eff ect of these appointments 
cannot be overstated, for long 
before any case involving rights 
and protections we take for granted 
ever make it to the supreme court, 
they may potentially be derailed at 
lower levels of judicial contestation. 
If our children are to have a fighting 
chance of a usable future and a 
fair shot at participating in and 
perpetuating this democracy it is 
up to us to vote for it. I do not write 
in exaggerated terms. Everything 
we regard necessary for the 
continuation of this experiment 
of government of, for and by the 
people is on the ballot. For the sake 
of the future to which we send our 
children let us make a wise and 
sober decision.       

By Bobbie Moore
Presidential Postdoctoral Research Fellows at Princeton

Sixteen scholars from across the disciplines have been named Presidential 
Postdoctoral Research Fellows at Princeton.  They join 12 fellows who were the first 
cohort selected to the program last year with the aim of enhancing diversity in the 
professoriate.

The program is intended to recognize and support scholars who can contribute to the 
University’s diversity, broadly defined, including groups that have been historically 
and are presently under represented in the academy or in certain disciplines.  Fellows 
will begin their terms between July 2020 and January 1, 2021. 

Among the 12 candidates selected is Dr. Ravaris Moore.  Ravaris will join the 
Department of Sociology, advancing research that quantifies the eff ects of 

community gun violence and school shootings on children’s educational trajectories.  Moore is an Assistant Professor of 
Sociology at Loyola Marymount University in Los Angeles.  He completed his graduate training at UCLA, earning Master’s 
Degrees in Sociology and Economics, as well as a Ph.D in Sociology.  Moore also holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Economics 
and Mathematics from Morehouse College.  Prior to matriculating at UCLA, Moore contributed to several national 
evaluations as a research programmer in the Human Services Division of Mathematica Policy Research, Inc.  Moore will 
be jointly advised by three faculty members:  Patrick Sharkey, Professor of Sociology and Public Aff airs, Woodrow Wilson 
School; Yu Xie, the Bert G. Kerstetter ‘66 University Professor of Sociology and the Princeton Institute for International 
and Regional Studies, and Director of Center on Contemporary China; and Tod Hamilton, Associate Professor of 
Sociology, and a Charles G. Osgood University Preceptor.

Ravaris grew up in FMBC, confessed hope in Christ, served diligently on the Youth Council and the Intermediate Usher 
Board while faithfully attending Sunday School, Bible Study and Vacation Bible School, among others.  He is the son of 
Deacon Alfred and Sister Bobbie Moore, the brother of Starcy Moore, brother-in-law of Sister Marilyn Moore and nephew 
of Jamal Burks. Ravaris is married to Mrs. Letecia Moore; three children, Elias, Geneva and Estelle Niaomi.
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DISCIPLE-MEMBER HIGHLIGHTS

Sharon Sapp Adams

Happy Retirement! 33 years of 
dedication and service to the 
Federal Government!

IF YOU WANT TO BE FEATURED IN THE COMMUNICATOR

Email a picture and your information of an anniversary or accomplishment  to 
clynk@fmbc.org.

Deacon David and 
Deaconess Tanya Thompson

Celebrating 36 years of marriage 
on October 20th.



FMBC Keenagers Provide Service to Rose of Sharon
By Prudence Bryant 

The Keenage Ministry recently showered the Rose of 
Sharon Soup Kitchen with a variety of non perishable 
food and personal care items during the month of 
September.   The items were given from the heart as a 
gesture of love .   

The  Soup Kitchen personnel stated that the items will 
be distributed to clients through their weekly table 
top giveaways, food baskets and to replenish  their 
food pantry.  Appreciation is extended to all FMBC 
Keenagers who participated.

The Rose of Sharon Soup Kitchen is a non-profit ministry dedicated to showing Gods love through meeting the 
physical and spiritual needs of the homeless and underprivileged.

The FMBC Keenage (Senior Ministry) is open to church members age 50 and above.  They strive to involve seniors 
in service projects, interesting and informative speakers, pandemic conference calls, non-pandemic field trips and 
Christian fellowship. 

For further information. please contact Samantha Pepper  at  samanthapepper@rocketmail.com.

By Camille A. Scruggs

“Lifting as we Climb”

The NACW’s motto, “Li  ing as we 
climb,” reflected the organization’s goal 
to “upli  ” the status of Black women.  
This motto is still as relevant in 2020 
as it was in 1896 whem the National 
Advancement of Colored Women was 
founded.  In light of recent events 
surrounding the death of Breonna 
Taylor, the spotlight has been shi  ed 
once again to the plight of the black 
woman here in this country.  As this 
year marked the 100th anniversary of 
the ratification of the 19th amendment 
to the U.S. Constitution establishing 
suff rage for women for the first time, 
black women are still grappling with 
many discriminations that have plagued 
our past.  

The women’s suff rage movement 
happened during an incredibly 
unique time period in our country’s 
history. Women wanted to have their 
right to vote and Black people were 
fighting for the right to be black in 
America. While the 14th Amendment 
had passed in 1868 extending the 
Constitution’s protection to all male 
citizens, recognizing that people born 
into slavery were entitled to the same 
citizenship status and protections 
that free people were and the 15th 
Amendment, ratified two years later in 
1870, guaranteed Black men the right to 
vote, no rights were granted to women. 
In regard to the support for both the 
15th and 19th amendments and the 
fight for both, Black women found 
themselves pulled in two directions. 
Between 1860 and 1920, Black men 
wanted their support in fighting racial 
discrimination and prejudice, while 
white women wanted them to help 
change the inferior status of women 
in American society. Both groups 
ignored the unique challenges that 
African American women faced. Many 
of the mainstream organizations such 
as the National American Women 

Suff rage association did not address 
the challenges faced by Black women 
because of their race, such as negative 
stereotypes, harassment, and unequal 
access to jobs, housing, and education 
and many even excluded a black 
woman.  So in the late 1800s, Black 
women formed clubs and organizations 
where they could focus on the issues 
that aff ected them.  Leading reformers 
including Harriet Tubman, Frances E.W. 
Harper, Ida B. Wells, and Mary Church 
Terrell formed the National Association 
of Colored Women’s Clubs (NACWC) in 
1896. The NACW campaigned in favor 
of women’s suff rage and improved 
education. These pioneers inspired 
and ignited many other organizations 
to form during that crucial time period 
across the country. Many black women 
went unmentioned in the history 
of the suff rage movement as white 
women during that time downplayed, 
diminished and more o  en than not 
excluded the black women’s important 
role in the movement.  As an honorable 
mention during that time period, the 
newly formed sorority Delta Sigma 
Theta comprised of college women from 
Howard University made their public 
debut on March 3, 1913 in the Women’s 
Suff rage Procession. But even then 
during that historic occasion for women, 
Black women had to fight just to be 
included in the procession as their white 
counterparts did not want to off end and 
lose support of the southerners who 
were more closely aligned with 
their husbands. The movement 
was definitely discriminatory 
and of course racism was a 
major element.

When the 19th amendment 
was ratified on August 18, 
1920, it gave women the right 
to vote.  That year more than 
8 million women went to the 
polls and voted.  However, as 

many Black Americans are more than 
aware, both the 15th and the 19th 
amendments came with diff icultly, 
especially for Black southerners.  Blacks 
still found themselves unable to vote 
in many local elections due to the 
perils of Jim Crow. Poll taxes, literacy 
test and intimidation were among the 
vital factors that barred the black vote 
and it wasn’t until the civil rights act 
passed on August 6, 1965 that Blacks 
received full access without legal or 
illegal prejudice to the ballot boxes. The 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 expanded the 
14th and 15th amendments by banning 
racial discrimination in voting practices. 
The act was a response to the barriers 
that prevented African Americans from 
voting for nearly a century. 

In the 21st century we have seen the 
power of the black vote. We have seen 
the power of the vote of the black 
woman, as recently here in Alabama 
in the Doug Jones election against 
Roy Moore.  It was the black female 
vote that catapulted him to victory.  
This upcoming federal election is no 
diff erent. For the first time ever, a self-
identified black woman is on a major 
party ticket.  2020 has a been a year 
of many life altering, history making 
changes and the power of the black 
women’s vote will again make history 
in this year.  Let’s get in some Good 
Trouble ya’ll. 

The Centennial of Women's Voting Rights
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Kimberly was a delightful child, born 
to William D. and Edna Cheatham Fails 
on June 6, 1976.  She was obedient, 
intelligent, resilient, and full of 
courage.  She attended Huntsville City 
Schools and graduated, with honors, 
from the University of Alabama in 
Birmingham (UAB). Kimberly faced 
and overcame many challenges and 
disappointments in her short life, 
succumbing to her battle with breast 
cancer at the age of 34.

The Kimberly Fails Jones Foundation 
was created in Kimberly’s honor.  Her 
vision was to assist others dealing 
with the devastation of a cancer 
diagnosis.  The foundation’s mission is 
to financially support persons seeking 
medical care for breast cancer.  The 
Kimberly Fails Jones Foundation 
also encourages awareness and 
prevention by disseminating 
informative literature relative to 
Breast Cancer.  The goals are to 
continue to serve the community, 

increase the number of clients served, 
and expand the amount of assistance 
provided to each need-based referral.  
Fundraisers and contributions make 
these goals attainable.  Contributions 
can be mailed to Kimberly Fails Jones 
Foundation, P.O. Box 3644, Huntsville, 
AL 35810. The website is www.
kfjfoundation.org which also accepts 
donations.  The phone number is 
(256) 337-0574.

Mammograms are the golden 
standard for detecting breast 
cancer.  The newer 3D Mammogram 
captures high resolution pictures 
every six seconds which allows 
the radiologist better views of the 
dense breast tissue that, heretofore, 
have been hidden and undetected.  
Mammograms usually begin at the 
age of 40, unless there is a strong 
family history of breast cancer.  Early 
detection is fundamental to beating 
breast cancer and the Kimberly Fails 
Jones Foundation is here to support 

in the fight.     

You should start getting your 
mammogram at age 40 years old. 
Earlier, if you have a strong history of 
breast cancer. It is recommended that 
you get a mammogram every year. 
Although American Cancer Society 
says a  er 55, you should go every two 
years. The mammogram is relatively 
easy to do, radiation is very minimal. 
It is a very eff ective tool for fighting 
breast cancer.

Kimberly Fails Jones Foundation
By Edna Fails
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A Message from Dr. Alexander 
Interim Head of School

Fall is in the air and the JRS 
CDCA scholars are finishing 
the first quarter of the 2020-21 
school year.  We’ve had a great 
beginning.  During our Black 
Lives Matter book drive we 
received over 230 books along 
with $1,800.00 in donations.  
We will be able to add at least 
500 books to our library.  Thank 
you for your gi  s of literacy to 
our scholars.

One of our initiatives this 
year is literacy.  We kicked off  
our Ready, Set, Read family 
challenge in September. Our 
goal is to have families and 
scholars read together daily as 
we continue to build leaders 
and learners.  

A few of our September    
highlights-Chapel Service
with Rev. KC.  Her object 
lessons have been centered 
on love.

• Grandparents Day Parade
• Music with Dr. Kotey

The month of October is 
full of celebrations at the 
JRS CDCA. Pink Fridays (we 
remember Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month), Fall Break 
(we celebrate the beauty of fall 
colors), and Faith Over Fear 
Fest (we celebrate men and 
women of faith in the bible).  

Do you have a flair for 
decorating?  Interested in 
decorating our school entrance 
and CDC drop off / pick up 
area with a fall theme?  We 
welcome donations of hay, 
pumpkins, mums and all things 
fall.  If you would like to make a 
donation to our fall theme and/
or decorate please email me at 
talexander@fmbc.org.  
Thank you for your prayers 
and support of this ministry. 
#togetherwithGod
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The mission of the First Missionary 
Baptist Church Foundation is 
to enable members and others 
to perpetuate Baptist faith and 
discipleship through the support of 
biblically-based initiatives to serve the 
needs of the membership and others 
in and beyond the local Church. The 
Foundation was created in 2009 as a 
separately incorporated, nonprofit, 
tax-exempt, public foundation 
sponsored by the membership of 
First Missionary Baptist Church. It 
is essentially the philanthropic arm 
of First Missionary Baptist Church 
that extends to reach our goal of 
Loving God and Loving People. 
Funds from the Foundation are used 
to further ministry in the scope of 
Missions, Christian Education, Capital 
Improvements and Supplemental 
Christian Counseling. Ultimately, the 
Foundation exists to strengthen in-
reach and outreach. As faith partners, 
our goal is to make a diff erence in 
lives of individuals in our community 
and to support those organizations 
that do the same. At the Pentecost 
in the Parking Lot celebration in May 
2020, the Foundation demonstrated 
that commitment to community 
by identifying organizations whose 
fundraising eff orts were diminished 
due to COVID-19 restrictions and 
awarded $5000.00 grants to help 
maintain their programs. Nine 
organizations were identified (they 
are listed on the next page), and 
awards were presented.  Just recently, 
we were blessed to partner with 
two other organizations, Alabama 
Non-Violent Off enders Organization 
(ANVOO) and Real Fathers Making A 

Diff erence (R Fathers MAD, Inc.) FMBC 
is greatly blessed by God, it is our 
pleasure and privilege to share with 
and bless others especially during 
these diff icult days. 

Please congratulate our newest Board 
Members: Florastein Stallworth and 
Charles Rice.

Members and friends are welcomed 
and encouraged to make a tax-
deductible donation to the 
Foundation to further provide support 
such as this in the future. Go to our 
church’s website, click on the link 
“FMBC Foundation” and you will 
find out more information about the 
Foundation and the various methods 
of giving. We are blessed to be a 
blessing! 

The Foundation is managed and 
governed through oversight by its 
Board of Directors: 

Ovetta Hobson, Chair

Dec. Eddie Williams, Vice Chair

Jocelyn Boustani

Charles Rice

Florastein Stallworth

Deacon Earnest Davis, Advisory 
Committee

Jessie Nunn, Advisory Committee

Ex-off icial members

Dr. Don Darius Butler (Pastor),  

Dr. Julius Scruggs (Pastor Emeritus) 

Deacon Tommie Batts (FMBC 
Treasurer) 

FMBC 
Foundation
By Ovetta Hobson, Foundation Chair
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